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only the high but also the low water-marks of the restless tides  of   superstition,   because   occasionally there   is a relapse into some grotesque or immoral belief decidedly below orthodox level.    When a liturgy becomes established and  recognised  on  a  wide scale,  as  is  the high-class Brahmanic  ritual,  it  is  sure   to  be  more  decent  and respectable than less public worships of a looser structure; and though it  may become flat, stale, and emotionally unprofitable, it retains the support of all quiet respectable conservatives.
Now, it is to be observed that popular Hinduism has never yet been forced into admitting openly any necessary connection with morality.   It has sanctified a good many rules of life and conduct which make for holiness and devotion, but the ethical Hindu reformer, who insisted on the paramount necessity of a moral object and reason for his beliefs, has had to leave the high sacerdotal pale.   That righteousness is better than sacrifice has not yet been openly acknowledged by   orthodox   Hinduism;   its   ultimate  teaching points directly, not to a moral Providence of any kind, but to Pantheism, which means the divine impersonality, and has no ethical basis.    Pantheism, and final absorption, are not merely esoteric doctrines ; they underlie and give form to the common popular beliefs, and are thoroughly accepted by men of ordinary intellect and culture. In the West, the Jews had distinctly founded religion upon righteousness before Christianity came to confirm, and perpetuate the connection ; and the new religion further satisfied and immensely strengthened morality by the doctrine of resurrection with a final state of rewards and punishments, beyond which consummation no one desired to go, because this was a